
Recommending approval to register the Old Leona Valley Schoolhouse as a California Point of 
Historical Interest. 

SUBJECT

November 13, 2012

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

OLD LEONA SCHOOLHOUSE MUSEUM RESTORATION PROJECT,
APPLICATION FOR CALIFORNIA POINT OF HISTORICAL INTEREST

(FIFTH SUPERVISIORIAL DISTRICT)
(3-VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

Approve and submit to the California Office of Historical Preservations (COHP) the application for 
registration of the Leona Valley Schoolhouse as a California Point of Historical Interest, as submitted 
by the West Antelope Valley Historical Society. 

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

On June 1, 1999, your Board reviewed and approved an application to register the Old Leona Valley 
Schoolhouse as a California Point of Historical Interest with COHP.  Regrettably, the application was 
denied due to the use of improper forms used by the West Antelope Valley Historical Society. 

The Leona Valley Town Council and the West Antelope Valley Historical Society has resubmitted the 
application to the Commission for recommendation to your Board for review and approval.

At its meeting held October 12, 2012, the Historical Landmarks and Records Commission, 
determined that the project is still worthy of being designated as a California Point of Historical 
Interest.  
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The local historical significance of the Schoolhouse is substantiated by its association with early 
settlement, development and the history of public education in Southern California.  Among the 
“homesteader-boom” era schools, this structure is the only one in the north county region dating from 
that era still standing, which reflects the Victorian “little red schoolhouse” vernacular tradition.  The 
building will be used as an interpretive tool within a museum setting, making it imperative that the 
original historic structure be preserved as completely as possible.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
The recommendation and approval of this application is consistent with the County’s Strategic Plan 
Goals Nos.1 and 3 (Operational Effectiveness and Integrated Services Delivery).  Point of Historical 
Interest designation is important as a means of including the structure under the purview of the State 
Historic Building code.  It would enable the preservation and protection of a local historical resource, 
which the Commission encourages and supports.  

Strategic Asset Management Principles Compliance

N/A

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There will be no fiscal/financial impact to the County of Los Angeles.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Consideration of the application and the decision to recommend to the Board was conducted at a 
properly noticed, public meeting of the Los Angeles County Historical Landmarks and Records 
Commission, held in the Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration on October 12, 2012, at 9:30 a.m.  
There were no protests to the recommended action.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

N/A

CONTRACTING PROCESS

N/A

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

Designation of the Old Leona Valley Schoolhouse as a California Point of Historical Interest will have 
no impact on current County services, programs and/or projects.

CONCLUSION

N/A
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LOUIS SKELTON

Chairman 

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Officer
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors

Respectfully submitted,
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